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Johnstown Symphony Orchestra Auxiliary 2016-2017 Officers 

 President Sharyn Spinelli 
 

 

 

 

 
525-2334  

sharyn65@atlanticbb.net 

 

 
 

Vice-President Linda Coco 
 

 
 
 

 
266-4684   

cocolm49@hotmail.com 

Treasurer Loretta Ciupak 
 
 
 

 
 

255-4148     

lciupak@yahoo.com 
 

Recording Secretary 
Monica Kozak 

 
 
 
 

 
262-8758 

kozak@unt.edu 

 

Corresponding Secretary 
Carole Schrum 

 

 

 

 

 
255-1456 

caroles@atlanticbb.net 
 
 

 

   

 

JSOA 2016-2017 Auxiliary Meeting Dates & Locations 
 

 

Thursday, October 13, Thursday, March 9, 

11:30 a.m., Sunnehanna 11:30 a.m., Boulevard Grill 

 
 

Thursday, November 10, Thursday, April 6, 

11:30 a.m., Holiday Inn 11:30 a.m., NyKo’s 

 

 
Thursday, December 8, Thursday, May 11, 

11:30 a.m., Sunnehanna 11:30 a.m., Holiday Inn 

 

 
Thursday, February 9, 

11:30 a.m., Asiago’s 
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 JSO 2016 Annual Fund Drive Update 
Doris Lapinski 

 

The JSO Annual Fund Drive continues until December 31. The balance has 

reached 72% of the $115,000 goal.   

Special thanks is extended to those who have already donated and to those 

who have assisted with this important fund drive. 
 

  

President’s Message 
Sharyn Spinelli 

 

It can't possibly be December!!!   

 

The month of December flies by so fast and we have so much happening. 

 The chorus and orchestra are practicing for the Messiah performance, both of 

the auxiliaries have meetings and Christmas will be here on December 25 

whether we are ready or not!  Once again our flower and  wreath  sale  is  very 

successful - thanks to Joan Moss and all who sell and deliver plants. The evergreens will smell 

so good in the house. 

I hope you have had a chance to notice the decorating being done in the PPAC lobby before 

each performance of the symphony.  We are responsible for decorating for the next concert.  I 

hope someone will step up and take charge of the theme for March.  I HOPE, I HOPE, I HOPE! 

Remember: We need Auxiliary members to volunteer to sell 50/50 tickets prior to the 

concert and during intermission. Please call me at 525-2334 to volunteer for at least one of the 

concerts. 

Stay warm everyone and HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

$82,500 
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Message from the Maestro 
James Blachly, Music Director,  

Johnstown Symphony Orchestra 
 

Dear Members of the JSO Auxiliaries, 

 

One of my favorite activities every month is to sit down and have the 

chance to write to you.  

When I tell people about the JSO in my travels and performances, 

whether in  New York  City,  Philadelphia,  Washington  DC,  in  England, 

California, or Hawaii, I always talk about the work you do and how inspiring your work is to me 

and to the entire orchestra.  

The excitement and love you have for the orchestra is a large part of the reason we are 

already expanding our audiences (attendance has been up more than 100 for the past two 

concerts), and a large part of why our annual fund is going to be such a success this season.  

I want to thank you all for your beautiful decorations and greetings in the first two concerts. 

Think of how much you’ve already done this season - it’s amazing! The gala, the Taste of the 

Laurel Highlands, and now the beautiful poinsettia sale spearheaded by the tireless Joan Moss. 

I’ve seen a sample at our Galleria headquarters, and it lit up the entire office.  

As you know, we are performing Handel’s Messiah on 

December 10
th

. The level of preparation and talent going into this 

performance is staggering. If you have a moment, take some time to 

look up our soloists and what they have accomplished, and tell your 

friends about this performance. The chorus has been working so 

hard, including more than four rehearsals with me alone.  

I want to extend my own Merry Christmas wishes to you all personally, and hope to have 

the chance to see you all on Saturday the 10
th

 before, during, and after this monumental 

performance. There is no greater expression of the joy of Christmas than Handel’s Hallelujah 

Chorus and the entire Messiah oratorio.  

I want to invite you all again to write letters to the editor at the Tribune-Democrat before or 

after the concert about this new Era, what you are excited about, what’s new, and why you do so 

much to help the symphony. It’s important for people to hear about the symphony from you 

directly, because there is no better way for them to be inspired to come than to hear your 

enthusiasm.         With my own enthusiastic greetings, 

Maestro James Blachly 

 

 

 

 

A Special Invitation 
From the Auxiliary Officers 

During our November meeting, Carole Schrum suggested that a special invitation be extended 

to all members - but especially our Sustaining Members - to attend our December meeting and 

holiday celebration at Sunnehanna.  It would be wonderful to see all of you again.     

Sustaining Members: Charlotte Aubrey Karen Azer Jeanne B. Burr 

Janet Criste Valentine P. Dutchyshyn  Pat Esserman Lyn Garbarino 

Jeanne Gleason Carmela M. Magistro Dorothy M. Maravalli Lois Montag  

Adelle C. Picking James Richey  
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Johnstown Symphony Orchestra Auxiliary  

November 10, 2016 Minutes Summary 
Monica Kozak, Recording Secretary 

 

President Spinelli began the JSO Auxiliary meeting at the Holiday Inn. There were 25 members 

in attendance including guests from the Somerset Auxiliary. Minutes from the October meeting were 

accepted. Treasurer, Loretta Ciupak gave a detailed financial report which was accepted. 
 

Maestro Blachly addressed the group and spoke about thoughts he shared with the 

Board regarding the symphony.  

He met with the “winners” from last month’s concert who answered the question in 

the program book regarding why Adam Schoenberg’s piece is called “Up”. The top three 

winners had coffee with Maestro Blachly and each received two free tickets to our next 

concert.  

Maestro Blachly suggested that members of the Auxiliary write a “letter to the editor” of the 

Johnstown-Tribune Democrat regarding a concert they attended.  

He suggested that some members consider hosting a guest artist and/or an out of town orchestra 

member in their home.  

There is no dress code for the symphony. All are welcome as they are. He asked us to consider 

bringing young people to a concert.  

Maestro Blachly talked about Saturday’s concert, Dvorak’s background and the 

controversy behind his music.  

Auxiliary volunteers will sell fifty–fifty tickets. Somerset Auxiliary will welcome 

guests and decorate the lobby.   
 

Joan Moss discussed the plants and prices that will be sold in December. 

Delivery dates will be December 5, 6, and 7. Members are to contact Joan to help 

with deliveries. Bob Hanson said that holiday plants purchased by Somerset 

Auxiliary members can be purchased on-line. Joan Moss asked the Auxiliary 

members to  donate  toward the cost of the poinsettias to decorate the stage.  After 

the December concert these poinsettias will be given to Maestro Blachly, symphony office staff and 

chorus director, Sam Coco.  

Volunteers are needed November 15 and 16 to fill candy treat bags for the December concert.  
 

We still need members to take charge of the Bach’s Lunch fundraiser in April.   
 

Teresa Marafino will have the lottery calendars at our December meeting at 

Sunnehanna. She announced that Louise Majesky donated a $25 gift certificate from 

Atlas Printing Company to the Somerset Auxiliary to help defray printing costs of the 

lottery calendars.  
 

Doris Lapinski stated that $2,000 is in the Carole Phizacklea account.   
 

Carole Schrum suggested that a special invitation to our December holiday meeting be extended 

to the Auxiliary’s sustaining members.  
 

Gay Reed invited all to the Somerset Auxiliary meeting at the Somerset Country Club on 

Thursday, December 1 at noon.   
 

(Minutes presented in detail at each Auxiliary meeting.) 
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Somerset Auxiliary of the Johnstown Symphony Orchestra  

November 3, 2016 Minutes Summary 
Ruth Hofmaster, Recording Secretary 

 

Sixteen members of the Somerset Auxiliary of the JSO 

met at 12:30 pm at Coal Miners Cafe in Jennerstown. New 

auxiliary directories were passed out. A motion to approve 

the October minutes was made and seconded.  
 

President Gay Reed extended a special thanks to Teresa 

Marafino and her staff at Green Gables for making the Taste of the 

Laurel Highlands a success! Ideas were shared about improving 

the event. Gay intends to present Cindy (Teresa’s assistant) with a 

thank-you gift. Treasurer Bob Hanson reported that $12,000 will be 

donated to the JSO Board of which $1,000 will be earmarked to go 

to the Youth Symphony. Sue Menser agreed to contact the Daily 

American for a photo of the presentation of our check to the JSO 

Board. 

Gay thanked Bob for attending a JSO Board retreat.  

Gay and Teresa shared their success in selling O'Shea's chocolate bars.  
 

Teresa will have tickets for the JSOA lottery fundraiser at our December 1 

meeting. 
 

Brochures for the JSOA poinsettia sale were distributed. 

Bob Hanson suggested that businesses buy/sell poinsettias.   
 

VP & JSO Manager Beth Pile reminded us of the 

November 12 JSO concert. Decorations for the concert were 

discussed. Credit for decorating will be included in the 

symphony program. 

Beth mentioned that there is still a need to raise money for 

the symphony. Gay mentioned that a Tea at The Georgian Inn 

in January could raise awareness of the SAJSO. An inside mini-

golf tourney was suggested. 
 

The next meeting will be on December 1 at the 

Somerset Country Club, where we will present 

the JSO Board with a check for $12,000.  
  

The Sunshine Gift brought by Louise Majesky was won by Teresa. Beckie 

Dickey will bring the Sunshine Basket to the next meeting.  
 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:15pm. 
 

(Minutes presented in detail at each Auxiliary meeting.) 
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Message from A Past President 
Charlotte Aubrey 
 

Congratulations to all of the Johnstown Symphony Auxiliary 

members on the fine work you are doing.  As a former President of your 

organization for ten years, I know the challenges and hurdles that you 

face.  I applaud your contributions to the smooth transitions of a new 

Maestro and interim Executive Director. 

I hope to attend your meetings in the near future and am looking forward to talking with 

many of the new members. 

I wish you the warmest, happiest holidays ever for you and your families. 

  

 

  

 

Taste of Laurel Highlands Update 
 

A check for $12,000 was presented to 

past JSO Board President Dennis McNair at 

the Somerset Auxiliary meeting on December 

1. Pictured to the left are: front row Ruth 

Hofmaster, Recording Secretary; Gay Reed, 

President; Dennis McNair, Past President of 

the JSO Board & Bob Hanson, Treasurer.  

Back row left to right, Teresa Marafino, JSO 

Board Member; & Beth Pile, Vice President 

and Orchestra Manager. 

 

 
 

 

Interim Executive Director Message 
Kim Rauch 

 

2 Commercials!! 
The Johnstown Youth Symphony will be performing their Winter 

Concert on January 15, 2017 at the Arcadia Theater in Windber at 4:00 

p.m. Under the Direction of David Anderson, the new director of the 

Johnstown Symphony Youth Orchestra, the program is called  “A Program 

of Classics”. 

If you know of any children who love to sing, send them to Inclined to Sing, the 

Children’s Chorus of the JSO. The program for children is for age 5 through grade 9. 

Scholarships are available.  Rehearsals are Tuesday afternoons. Call the JSO for additional 

information at (814) 535-6738. 
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Newsletter Submissions 
 

Any member of the auxiliary wanting to submit information for any future 

newsletter may email to kozak@unt.edu or snail mail to Monica Kozak, 375 

Theatre Drive, Apt 8101, Johnstown, PA 15904. You may also call Monica at 

262-8758. Material for the next Newsletter is to be submitted two weeks prior 

to the next meeting. 
 

 

 

 

It Was A Treat 

Joan Moss 
 

Our Elves set a new speed record for 2016 – 830 treat 

bags were filled and sealed in 2 hours and 35 minutes!! It 

would not have been possible without “Head” treat-bag-

opener Mike Kozak, “Head” candy  counters  Jackie  Klanchar 

(JSO friend) and Jeanne Burr, Kisses and Tootsie “Pickers” Linda Coco and Roz Gordon and 

“Fill-those-bags-and –don’t-forget-the-candy-cane” Monica Kozak (with back up by Roz and 

Linda.) Heather Brice and Adele Picking finished up the Auxiliary treat bags plus folded some 

Poinsettia Sale flyers. Thanks to Wednesday volunteers Loretta Ciupak and Jeanne Kuzmyak. 

You gals and guy are awesome. 
 

 

Fashion Show 
Mary Borkow & Barbara Laslo 

 

The fashion show will again be at Sunnehanna Country Club on 

Tuesday  May  2.  Items  are already being collected for door prizes. A 

meeting date for the fashion show committee will be announced at the December 8 meeting.   
 

  

 

 

Reservations for Our Next Meeting 
 

Our third meeting of the year of the Johnstown 

Symphony Auxiliary, along with lunch, will be at 

Sunnehanna on Thursday, December 8, 2016 at 11:30 

a.m.  Please  call  Monica  Kozak  at  262-8758  or  email 

her at kozak@unt.edu to RSVP if you will be attending. Reservations must be made. 
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A New Beginning 
October 15, 2016 at 7:30 PM 
Verdi, Forza del Destino Overture 

Adam Schoenberg, UP! 

Shostakovich Symphony No. 5 

 
A New World 
November 12, 2016 at 7:30 PM 

Brahms, Variationson a Theme by Haydn 

William Grant Still-Poem for Orchestra 

Dvořák Symphony No. 9 

 
The Music of John Williams 
March 11, 2017 at 7:30 PM 
ET, Star Wars, Jurassic Park, Harry Potter, 

and more! 

 
French Brilliance 
April 1, 2017 at 7:30 PM 
Debussy, "Prélude à l'aprés-midi d'un 

faune" 

Saint-Saëns, Cello Concerto in A Minor 

Berlioz, Symphonie fantastique 

Featuring rising star, Jonah Ellsworth 

 
Beethoven's Ninth! 
May 13, 2017 at 7:30 PM 
Wagner Tannhauser Overture 

Beethoven's Ninth Symphony 

Featuring: Kathryn Mueller, Luthien 

Brackett, Rufus Müller 

 and Michael Chioldi 
 

Handel's Messiah 
 

December 10, 2016 at 7:30 PM 
 

Featuring:  
 

Nacole Palmer,  
 

Kirsten Solleck,  
 

Daniel Mutlu, and  
 

Jesse Blumberg 
 


