
Johnstown Symphony Youth Orchestra 
September 9, 2017 Percussion Audition 

 
This audition will consist of three parts: 
 
1. Excerpts from solo repertoire 
Select two contrasting excerpts of 1-2 minutes each. (ex: fast/slow) Both can come 
from the same movement, or they can come from completely different pieces. 
Because of time, you will not get through entire movements – instead, please select 
small portions of music and prepare them to a high level. 
 
2. Timpani tuning 
I will sing a pitch, and you will match it on timpani. Then, I will ask you to tune other 
drums from given intervals (ex: perfect 4th higher than the original pitch) 
 
3. Excerpts from our 2017-18 repertoire 
All music is available by download.  
 
Rimsky-Korsakov, Capriccio espagnol  
- movement 5: triangle, measure 1 to 4 
- movement 5: timpani, measure 172 to the end  
 
Strauss, Radetzky March 
- snare: beginning to measure 20 (take 2nd ending) 
 
Rodgers/Bennett, The Sound of Music: Selection for Orchestra  
- xylophone: measure 241 to 275 (skip multi-measure rests) 
 
To clarify: When you add up solo selections (2) with excerpts from the season (4), 
you are responsible for preparing 6 short excerpts, plus preparing to demonstrate 
your ability in tuning timpani. 
 
Strategies: 
If you have a private teacher, you should schedule several lessons with them 
between now and September 9th. If you do not have a private teacher, this would be 
a perfect time to begin lessons. Or, at the very least, play a handful of mock auditions 
for JSYO friends.  
 
All of the excerpts are available free from many different places. Before you play one 
note, you should listen several times. In addition to helping you learn how your part 
fits with everyone else, you are also becoming familiar with our repertoire before 
we even begin. If players arrive to the first rehearsal with a familiarity of all of the 
music, we will learn quickly.  (Listen to all of it – not just these small sections.) 
 


