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Johnstown Symphony Orchestra Auxiliary 2016-2017 Officers 

 President Sharyn Spinelli 
 

 

 

 

 
525-2334  

sharyn65@atlanticbb.net 

 

 
 

Vice-President Linda Coco 
 

 
 
 

 
266-4684   

cocolm49@hotmail.com 

Treasurer Loretta Ciupak 
 
 
 

 
 

255-4148     

lciupak@yahoo.com 
 

Recording Secretary 
Monica Kozak 

 
 
 
 

 
262-8758 

kozak@unt.edu 

 

Corresponding Secretary 
Carole Schrum 

 

 

 

 

 
255-1456 

caroles@atlanticbb.net 
 
 

 

   

 

JSOA 2016-2017 Auxiliary Meeting Dates & Locations 
 

 

Thursday, October 13, Thursday, March 9, 

11:30 a.m., Sunnehanna 11:30 a.m., Boulevard Grill 

 
 

Thursday, November 10, Thursday, April 6, 

11:30 a.m., Holiday Inn 11:30 a.m., NyKo’s 

 

 
Thursday, December 8, Thursday, May 11, 

11:30 a.m., Sunnehanna 11:30 a.m., Holiday Inn 

 

 
Thursday, February 9, 

11:30 a.m., Asiago’s 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

2 

 

 JSO 2017 Annual Fund Drive Update 
Karen Azer, Johnstown Symphony Orchestra  

Annual Fund Co-Chair 
I’m  excited about the progress of the annual fund campaign since it opened 

on January 25th with a goal of raising $100,000 to keep classical music alive in 

the community while providing music education for local children. We are 

grateful to those supporters who have sent donations and are hopeful that those 

who  haven’t  yet  made a  pledge  will consider helping to support the continued 

growth of the orchestra. I want to thank the Johnstown Auxiliary for their recent donation of $2,000 

to the annual fund. This was a tremendous help to closing in on our goal. 

We are very very close to blowing the top off the musical note that monitors our progress. Even 

though  we  have  raised  over $99,000.  I  know  there  are  still thousands of dollars to be collected 

 in the community. There is no closing date to this fund drive. The 

more money we are able to raise, the more exciting programs we will 

be able to provide to the community. Please keep encouraging your 

friends to donate to the annual fund drive.   

I’m hoping the May concert will be a sell out and give us another 

opportunity to appeal for annual fund support. There will be another 

mailing to the returning snowbirds, and there will be an additional 

follow up mailing after the gala. 

Thank you for your on-going support for this important fund raiser 

and for your tireless efforts to securing the financial future of the 

orchestra. 

Bill Locher and I appreciate your help.  
 

  

President’s Message 
Sharyn Spinelli 

Well, Ladies and Gentlemen, we are winding down another wonderful season at 

the JSO and the Maestro and the musicians have left me wanting more. I can't hardly 

wait for the next season and I'm probably not alone in those feelings.  

Our Auxiliary has really stepped it up a notch this year and I am going to try and 

present a check for $5000 to the Symphony Board at our next meeting. Our profits for 

the Bach's  lunch  came  to a  little over $4500 and the lottery fundraiser according to 

Teresa brought in another $2,000. This was certainly a "JOB WELL DONE". Thank you so much to 

all our Auxiliary members who helped with these 2 fundraisers. We need all of us to make these 

kinds of numbers happen. A special thanks to Pat Hofscher and Doris for guiding me through my part 

of Bach's Lunch.  

We are on to the Fashion Show that should be a sellout again this season. It will be held at 

Sunnehanna on May 2 and we will be feasting on their turkey, stuffing and mashed potatoes for our 

25th Anniversary of the Fashion Show. Truly a celebration of thanksgiving! Get your tickets early so 

you will be sure to get a seat.  

Marla Walther will be chairperson this year for the GALA at the Pasquerilla Center in 

September. The Maestro will be announcing the music for the GALA. It should be another exciting 

evening with our talented musicians and special guest soloists. Please help us make this a sellout 

again this year. Our last concert is May 13. Hope to see you all there.   
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Johnstown Symphony Orchestra Auxiliary  

April 6, 2017 Meeting Minutes 
Monica Kozak, Recording Secretary 

The JSO Auxiliary met at NyKo’s. There were 15 in attendance. 

President Spinelli called the meeting to order at 11:55.  Loretta Ciupak 

gave the financial report including the April 1 balance. Checks have not been mailed to the 

winners of the March Lottery Calendar fundraiser.      

Barb Laslo asked that a contribution be made to the orchestra. Anna Antemann made a 

motion to give the money; seconded by Linda Coco. Motion passed.  

The minutes from the previous meeting were read and one correction made: students being 

considered for ushering are from Penn Highlands not from Penn Hills. Barb Laslo motioned to 

approve the minutes;  seconded by Anna Antemann.  Motion passed. 

President Spinelli thanked Monica Kozak for decorating the PPAC lobby during 

the March concert and Anna Antemann and Lyn Garbarino for decorating for the April 

concert. The Somerset Auxiliary will decorate the lobby for May’s concert. 

Michael Walthers reminded everyone of the April 11 Young People’s 

Concert at PPAC at 9:30 a.m. Doris said ushers are needed. On April 19 a 

press  conference  and  reception  is  scheduled  at the Discovery Center at 

7:30 p.m. to announce next season’s program. The theme for next year will be “My 

Johnstown Symphony” celebrating the history of our orchestra. May 13 is our last 

concert for the season and will feature Wagner’s Overture to Tannhäuser and 

Beethoven’s 9
th

  with  four  soloists  and  our  choir  singing  in German. The April 22 

Inclined to Sing program is at the First Lutheran Church at 11:00 a.m. and The Band of Brothers 

Shakespeare fundraiser at The Grand Halle at 7:00 p.m. May 14 is our Mother’s Day concert in 

Somerset. The July 4
th

 concert at the Point Stadium may feature real cannons during the 1812 

Overture. The September 16 Gala will be held at the Pasquerilla Conference Center. The theme is 

“A Night in Venice” with light opera, Italian music and dancing to our orchestra. Michael spoke 

of a TV commercial that will be filmed with Maestro Blachly and members of the orchestra on 

the rooftops of downtown businesses.   

Barb Laslo brought everyone up-to-date on the fashion show. She needs help 

with the models. President Spinelli volunteered. We are using round tables and 

rectangular tables this year. Teresa is showing photos of the wedding gown to be 

auctioned at our fashion show to future brides. Doris will be our makeover model. 

Boscov’s will do her make-up and M&M Salon will do her hair. She will wear an 

outfit from the King and Queen Shoppe. Mary Battaline reported on ads thus far. This 

is an “easy  money”  maker.  For  future  use, she asked for a list of phone numbers of 

those who have been contacted. Carole Schrum is working on raffle items. She received donations 

from auxiliary members for her various baskets.   

Sharyn needs help with the Bach’s Lunch. Members should contact either Sharyn or Doris. 

Meeting adjourned at 1:05 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

(Minutes presented in detail at each Auxiliary meeting.) 
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Tasting Notes 
Joan Moss 

 

Our second annual wine tasting fund 

raiser is scheduled for Friday, June 9 from 

5:00 to 9:00 p.m. at the BOTTLEWORKS.  

A lot of preliminary work has been done but we need to finalize the details. We have 

four wineries committed and two sponsors with several more pending. We will have a 

50/50 drawing with Sharon Streletz as Chair, and a basket raffle with Carol Ieni as Chair. 

Great music by Sam Coco and two food vendors are scheduled.  

We need a chair for small door prizes and I will chair the refreshments. 

Tickets are available on line from BOTTLEWORKS. Paper tickets will be available 

soon. 

We had a great response by our members last year and expect the same enthusiasm 

pulsating this year. Obviously we need your help. 

We put flyers in the Bach’s Lunch bags and in the May concert programs. Flyers 

will be on Facebook and Twitter advertising is in the works. 

A full committee meeting is planned for Thursday, May 4 at 11:00 a.m. at the 

BOTTLEWORKS. Please plan to attend and bring additional great ideas. 

See you there. 
 

  

Newsletter Submissions 
 

Any member of the auxiliary wanting to submit 

information for any future newsletter may email to 

kozak@unt.edu or snail mail to Monica Kozak, 375 Theatre 

Drive, Apt 8101, Johnstown, PA 15904. You may also call 

Monica at 262-8758. Material for the next Newsletter is to 

be submitted two weeks prior to the next meeting. 
 

 

 

 

Reservations for Our Next Meeting 
 

Our May meeting of the Johnstown Symphony 

Auxiliary, along with lunch, will be at the Holiday 

Inn on Thursday, May 11, 2017 at 11:30 a.m.  Please  

call  Monica Kozak at 262-8758 or email her at 

kozak@unt.edu to RSVP if you will be attending the 

meeting. Reservations must be made. 
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Somerset Auxiliary of the Johnstown Symphony Orchestra  

April 4, 2017 Minutes Summary 
Ruth Hofmaster, Recording Secretary 

 

The Somerset Auxiliary of the JSO met on Thursday, April 4, 2017 at 

Kings & Queens Restaurant in Stoystown. Eleven members were present. 

Vice President Beth Pile opened the meeting at 12:45 p.m. in President Gay 

Reed's absence. She provided a letter from Music Director James Blachly 

thanking us for the clock we gave him for his birthday. She also passed out 

copies of her agenda and the March minutes. The minutes were approved. 

Treasurer Bob Hanson reported on our SAJSO account and on PayPal. There are no 

outstanding debts. His report was accepted. The Sunshine Basket was circulated for $1 

donations. 

Teresa Marafino reported that Lottery ticket sales went very well - 400/500 tickets were 

sold with the profit for the JSO.  She encouraged all to help reach the goal of 500 sales next 

year. Louise Majesky won twice during the Lottery. 

Mike Walther, JSO Executive Director, unfortunately was unable to attend 

our meeting as he attended the JSOA meeting at the same hour. John 

Sotomayor commented that the cellist at the March concert was fabulous and a 

prodigy only 23 years old! 

Beth Pile, Vice President and Orchestra Manager, shared 

that Bach’s Lunch orders are still possible to be made through 

April 10.  She  added  that  the  Tea Party at Georgian Inn has not 

been rescheduled as yet as renovations at the Inn are not complete. SAJSO 

members will decorate the lobby for the final JSO concert on May 13.  

Happily, the July 4
th

 Concert will take place this year after last year's 

hiatus! 

The new concert season will be announced at the Discovery 

Center soon.  

Other programs include the Young Peoples Concert 

featuring two pieces composed by children, on April 11, 

Shakespeare  Comedy   Benefit  on  April  22,  Inclined  to  Sing 

morning concert on April 22, Youth Symphony Concert at Pasquerilla Theater on April 30, 

Fashion Show on May 2, Concert on May 13, Mother’s Day Concert on May 14, and 

Community Strings Concert on May 25 at Laurel View Village. 

 

The Sunshine gift, a Botanical Gardens tea set, was provided by Ruth Hofmaster and 

drawn by Pat Hofscher.   

The venue for the next meeting is as yet undecided.  The meeting was adjourned at 1:20 

p.m. 

 
 

(Minutes presented in detail at each Auxiliary meeting.) 
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Music Director Message 
James Blachly 

Dear Members of the Auxiliaries, 

It is hard to believe that we are already at the end of our Subscription Series 

Concerts for 2016-17. What a year it’s been! A circus, sold-out performances, 

costumes, brilliant soloists–it’s been a blast! And you have all been so important 

to our success with your numerous and energetic fundraising events, your 

decorating of the lobby for each performance, and your enthusiasm for the 

symphony that you spread throughout the community. Please keep it up!  

As many of you heard on April 19
th

, we just announced our 2017-18 season, and it is going to 

be even more exciting than the one we are finishing! 

But before we get into all of those plans, we are asking the entire organization to focus on filling 

the hall for Beethoven 9. We’re on our way, but there are still some tickets left. Please tell your 

friends that we expect a lot of people to be purchasing them at the door, and we don’t want them to 

miss out on this incredible concert featuring the greatest symphony of all time, the Johnstown 

Symphony Chorus, and four international soloists. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of them, Michael Chioldi, grew up outside of Pittsburgh, attended 

West Virginia University, and then won the Met competition as a 21-year-old, 

and performed his first role at the Met alongside Luciano Pavorotti and 

conducted by James Levine. He was on the cover of Classical Singer magazine 

this year and is a true superstar. And his cousin is a priest in Johnstown!  

 

The real reason for people to come to this concert is that it will be a life-

changing night. The passion and power of this music is unmatched anywhere in 

the world,  and  we  will  be  bringing the house down with our playing. No one 

should miss this concert! Can you all get out and tell your friends with the same urgency and passion 

you hear in my voice?  

 

When we all meet again, it will be the beginning of a new season. I can’t wait for the energy and 

excitement we will build and create together in this wonderful city. 

 

Yours truly, 

James Blachly 

 

 
 

 

 
Kathryn Mueller 

 
Luthien Brackett 

 
Rufus Muller 

 
Michael Chioldi 
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A New Beginning 
October 15, 2016 at 7:30 PM 
Verdi, Forza del Destino Overture 

Adam Schoenberg, UP! 

Shostakovich Symphony No. 5 

 
A New World 
November 12, 2016 at 7:30 PM 

Brahms, Variations on a Theme by Haydn 

William Grant Still- Poem for Orchestra 

Dvořák Symphony No. 9 

 
Handel's Messiah 
December 10, 2016 at 7:30 PM 
Featuring: Nacole Palmer, Kirsten Solleck, 

Daniel Mutlu, and Jesse Blumberg 

 
The Music of  

John Williams 
March 11, 2017 at 7:30 PM 

ET, Star Wars, Jurassic Park,  

Harry Potter, and more! 

 
French Brilliance 
April 1, 2017 at 7:30 PM 

Debussy, "Prélude à l'aprés-midi d'un 

faune" 

Saint-Saëns, Cello Concerto in A Minor 

Berlioz, Symphonie fantastique 

Featuring rising star, Jonah Ellsworth 
 

Beethoven's Ninth! 
 

May 13, 2017 at 7:30 PM 
 

Wagner Tannhauser Overture 

 

Beethoven's Ninth Symphony 

Featuring: Kathryn Mueller,  

Luthien Brackett, Rufus Müller 

and Michael Chioldi 
 


